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1. THERE FOLLOW EXCERPTS FROM THE EDITORIAL ENTITLED "COMMON 
COUNTRY" WHICH APPEARED IN THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD DATED 
NOVEMBER 27, 1974. WE SHALL TRY TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON THE 
SCOPE AND NATURE OF THE INCIDENTS WHICH PROMPTED IT. 

2. QUOTE. ETHIOPIA SHOULD BE FOR ALL ETHIOPIANS. . . . TAKE THE 
ISSUE OF LAND TENURE IN THIS COUNTRY, FOR INSTANCE, THE INEQUI- 
TABLE DISTRIBUTION OF THIS NATURAL GIFT HAS OFTEN BEEN THE MAJOR 
SOURCE OF CONFLICT AND MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN LAND-OWNERS AND 
TENANTS FOR QUITE A LONG TIME IN THE PAST. IN RECENT MONTHS IN 
PARTICULAR, "LAND TO THE TILLER" HAS BEEN GIVING RISE TO CONSIDER- 
ABLE MISUNDERSTANDING IN RURAL AREAS. THE FACT REMAINS THAT NO 
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NO DOUBT, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH A REFORM WILL BE EFFECTED SOON. 

UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, EXISTING LAWS SHOULD BE RESPECTED 
PENDING THE CARRYING OUT OF A LAND REFORM PROGRAM. RADIO ETHIOPIA 
IN PARTICULAR SHOULD PLAY A MORE CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN THIS RESPECT 
BY INITIATING A PROGRAM AIMED AT CREATING HARMONY BETWEEN PRESENT 
LANDLORDS AND TENANTS AND PREPARE BOTH FOR THE REFORMS THAT ARE 
TO BE BROUGHT ABOUT IN THE FUTURE. 

PROBLEMS OF ONE SORT OR ANOTHER ARE NOT PECULIAR TO THIS OR THAT 
PARTICULAR REGION OF THE COUNTRY. WHAT SHOULD BE AVOIDED IS 
THE MAKING OF A MOUNTAIN OUT OF A MOLEHILL BY EXAGGERATING CERTAIN 
ISOLATED INCIDENTS. THERE IS NO POINT IN FANNING THE FLAMES OF 
HOSTILITY BY CREATING THE FALSE IMPRESSION THAT OWNERS OF LAND 
ARE BEING DISPOSSESSED OF THEIR PROPERTY BY TENANTS THROUGH 
ILLEGAL MEANS. THIS JUST IS NOT TRUE. 

IGNORANCE IS OFTEN THE CAUSE OF CONSIDERABLE MISUNDERSTANDING. 

IN A COUNTRY LIKE OURS WHERE THE RURAL PEOPLE ARE MOSTLY 
ILLITERATE AND LIVE ISOLATED FROM ONE ANOTHER, IT IS QUITE 
UNDERSTANDABLE WHY MANY AN INDIVIDUAL SHOULD BE EASILY MISLED 
AS TO THE AIMS AND PURPOSES OF CERTAIN PROGRAMS OF ACTION WHICH 
ARE INTENDED TO SERVE THE GENUINE INTERESTS OF ETHIOPIANS AS A 
WHOLE. WHAT ONE SHOULD STRIVE TO DO IS TO CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE 
OF MUTUAL CONFIDENCE AND UNDERSTANDING AMONG THE VARIOUS SECTORS 
OF SOCIETY. 

AS REGARDS RELATIONS BETWEEN PRESENT-DAY TENANTS AND LAND-OWNING 
INDIVIDUALS, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO WORK CLOSELY WITH LOCAL ELDERS 
IN ORDER TO BRING ABOUT A GREATER MEASURE OF UNDERSTANDING UNTIL 
THE PROBLEM IS SOLVED ONCE AND FOR ALL. . . . 

MEANWHILE, WE SHOULD GIVE THOSE AT THE HELM OF THINGS TIME TO 
WORK OUT THEIR PLANS. . . .UNQUOTE. 

WYMAN 
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